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precedent in their own favour, and make plausible deduc-
tions from established premises, but they were equally
aware that the question was at bottom political. If we
regard the discussion as a legal one only, we shall be
wearied by its antiquarianism and its technicalities ; but
looked at from another point of view, it becomes one of the
highest interest. It is not too much to say that it contains
the germ of all the subsequent quarrel, anticipates the cases
of Darnel and Hampden, and foreshadows not obscurely the
fundamental question at issue in 1640.

The rival claims of King and Parliament were unfortu-
nately not settled on this occasion. A Bill for remedying
the evil was prepared, and the king at one time promised to
give his assent. But the Bill went the way of the Great
Contract, and the dissolution of Parliament shelved the
question for several years. In 1614 it came up again.
Impositions were now distinctly coupled with monopolies,
with which, as has been shown above, they were historically
connected. A committee had been appointed to report on
the grievance of monopolies jn 1597. The great debate in
1601 (pp. 111-117) had not been barren of results, and
some monopolies had been abolished. But the practice
was too convenient a way of rewarding clamorous sup-
porters and of bringing a little money into an empty
exchequer to be entirely relinquished. During the first ten
years of James' reign, the evil had steadily grown, but the
time was not yet ripe for checking it. The Addled Par-
liament separated without making any way either with this
question or with that of impositions. Its successors were
more fortunate. By the year 1621 the evil of monopolies
had grown to an unprecedented height. Not only were
they so numerous as to encroach in all directions upon the
freedom of trade and manufacture, bub the patents granted
were grossly abused. The Parliament of 1621 made ex-
amples of the most notorious offenders, such as Mich ell
and Mompesson, but it was dissolved before it could deal
with the question as a whole. It was reserved for the